Early Childhood Day at the Legislature 

 Will Move Building Bright Futures Forward
“[Early Childhood Day at the Legislature made me] feel like I am part of a larger movement.”

“[The keynote] speaker was inspiring, reminding us how and why we are in the field.”

“[The lunch provided] direct face to face conversation [with legislators], giving me the ability to actually talk about issues.” 

“I felt renewed in my abilities to advocate on behalf of my profession and the children and families that I work with and support on a daily basis.”






- 2009 ECDL participants



The Kids Are Priority One Coalition and Building Bright Futures have teamed up to host the sixteenth annual Early Childhood Day at the Legislature (ECDL) on Wednesday, March 17 from 9:00 am – 2:30 pm. This day has historically including events at both Vermont’s State House and the Capitol Plaza Hotel that connect parents, early childhood professionals and employers with legislators around early childhood priorities.

Agenda

This is an important time for early childhood advocacy. Despite a state budget crisis, there is momentum behind S.268, which calls for the establishment of Building Bright Futures as Vermont’s early childhood system in state statute. This year’s ECDL agenda will advance this opportunity through work sessions that explore legislative messaging and strategy as well as how participants can most effectively describe local BBF efforts and how they lead to better outcomes for children. 

The agenda provides numerous opportunities for participants to meet with legislators to share family, professional and employer stories. In addition to the traditional lunch with legislators, participants will make a strong showing in the House and Senate Galleries, testify in Committees on issues they care about, participate in a constiuent action and a press conference.

The keynote address will be presented by Karen Ponder, early childhood consultant and the former president of North Carolina’s Smart Start. Ms. Ponder will inspire participants by sharing her experience in developing early childhood initiatives, leading community and policy development, as well as grassroots advocacy. 

“Walk in My Shoes” Storybook 

Legislators want to hear what constituents have to say about a coordinated early childhood system, affordable child care, quality early education, accessible health care, early intervention services, paid sick days and more. For the second year, a “Walk in My Shoes Storybook” will be presented to every legislator the morning of Early Childhood Day. Parents and early childhood providers, professionals and employers (whether attending ECDL or not) are encouraged to submit a ten-sentence story on an issue they care about by March 1. Stories, photos and children’s artwork (with name, town and email address), can be submitted online: www.kidsarepriorityone.org/share-your-story.html; by email: kault1@earthlink.net; or by mail: Mama Says, PO Box 381, Montpelier, VT 05601.

On Site Child Care

Free child care is being provided by the Family Center of Washington County. Contact Kelly Ault, ECDL Coordinator (kault1@earthlink.net, 802-272-0795) to pre-register.

Displays
Table space in the Ethan Allen room for an organizational display is available for $10 (half table) or $20 (full table). Reserve one when registering or contact Heather Mattison; hmattison@vac-rutland.com or 802-241-4551.

Agenda

9:00 – 10:25
Opening remarks and keynote address 

10:35 – 11:35
“How to Talk to Your Legislators“ sessions

11:45 – 12:45
Lunch with legislators

1:00 – 1:30
Early childhood resolutions in the House & Senate Galleries


1:40 – 2:10
Press conference  in the State House Cedar Creek Room

2:10 – 2:30
Constituent activity at the State House

All Day

Constituent testimony
Registration 

The $25 fee includes agenda activities, breakfast and lunch. Register online by Monday, March 8th at: http://www.kidsarepriorityone.org/early-childhood-day-legislature.html or contact Kelly Ault, Kids Are Priority One Coalition ECDL Coordinator (802-272-0795; kault1@earthlink.net) for a paper form. Parent stipends and professional development credit are available upon request.
